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Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord!

Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice;

tender to me the promise of his word;

in God my Savior shall my heart rejoice.

Timothy Dudley Smith
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Light a candle at the start of your prayer time to remind you that not only is Jesus the light of the world, but that as we turn to prayer he is with us, uniting us in his love as we pray across our community.
Keep a time of silence…

Heavenly Father, help us to be watching and waiting… 

In an act of will, O God, I place myself in your presence. In an act of faith I open myself to your light. In an act of silence, O Lord, I rest in your glory. In an act of love, O Lord, I put myself in your hands. 

Suggested reading: Micah 5:2-5a, Psalm 80:1-7, Luke 1:39-45, (46-55) Reflect on these passages as and when you find it helpful.

The whole purpose of these Advent prayers has been to help us find intimacy with God in the middle of our everyday lives. So we have focused on creating a space that allows us to wait, to hope, to come into contact with our longing and our desire.
Our best preparation for the Holy Night ahead and the Joyful Morning to follow is for us to reflect upon how Jesus came.  He came in the middle of scandal and conflict.  He came in poverty.  He was rejected before he was born.  He was born in a feeding trough.  He was hunted down,

and he grew up in obscurity.
He did not shun our world and its poverty and conflict.  He embraced it.  And he desires to embrace us today, in this day.  Right where we are. Right where we are feeling most distant.  Right were we are feeling least “religious” or “ready.”  If we let him come into our 
hearts to be our Savior these challenging days, we will find ourselves entering the sacred night and morning of Christmas “joyful and triumphant” as never before.

Keep a time of silence to reflect on these thoughts.
When you feel ready, pray this simple prayer as a response. 
Come, Lord Jesus.  Come and visit your people. We await your coming.  Come, O Lord.

Pray for those on your heart, for our community, our 

neighbours and the world, as you feel led and pray that you will be a 
peace maker… 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name

Your kingdom come Your will be done,

On earth as it is in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

As we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation But deliver us from evil

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours.

Now and forever. Amen.
Save us, O Lord, while waking,

and guard us while sleeping,

that awake we may watch with Christ

and asleep may rest in peace.

Glory to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now

and shall be for ever. Amen.

